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NV LORD, 


life to ſo worthy and amiable a patron, 


who, being a true friend to his coun- 
try, encourages virtue in the loweſt 
ſituations of life as well as the moſt 
exalted. My Lord, did I want any 
favour from your Lordſhip, this lan- 
guage might look like flattery: I want | 


none, 


AVIN G had he” honour or a 


long correſpondence with your | 
Lonifhip, I think it my duty to dedi-. 
cate this abſtract of my paſt unhappy 
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Hole, "and'therefore' ſr peak the tr e 
timents of my — I now take my 
laſt farewell of your Lordſhip, till 1 
enjoy a new climate and ſtrange coun- 
try, 'whers/your Lord ſfip's virtueʒ ver 
ſhall be preſent before me, and point 
out the path in which I ſhould tread to 
retrieve my loft reputation And that 
the unerring hand of Providenge may 
ſtill continue to direct your Lordſhip 
in the exertion of thoſe valuable ta- 
lents, which are ſs conſpicuous in all | 
your actions, is the prayer of ay! Le 
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OF THE 
JOSHUA POLY 


Was born i in Ireland, at 8 
+ in the county of Tippera 
father, 850 K is one er the 8 
bs called ( uakers, lived in very good 
RISER credit. I was, ' when very youn 
7 to a ſchool” about forty miles from m 

father's s; I continued there upwards 0 four 
years, confined to the ſtricteſt Jn, of ſobriety, 
Which did not agree with my diſpoſition. 


When I left ſchool I was about fourteen years 
of age, and having a great defire to ſee the 
capital of our kingdom, I obtained leave from 
my parents to indulge my curioſity, and was 
very genteelly equipped for the occafi ION. When 
I arrived in Dublin, I was moſt - agr ceabl)\ 

1 5 at the different {cenes which b pieſentel 


3 NES Fe 
1 of the OY the play, &c. to wich my 
uncle, who was a merchant in that city, and 
with whom I lived, accompanied me. AsI 
expreſſed a great defire to live in town, my 
uncle obtained leave from my father for me to 
continue ſome time longer with him; and as 
I had ſeveral relations at that time ſtudents in 
Trinity College, I ſpent moſt of my afternoons 
there, and in a little time entirely. lodged 
there. My uncle made a propoſal to my 
father to take me appreritice, which was agreed 
on, and I was accordingly bound for five years. 
The firſt two years I was vety much confined to 
the 'compting-houſe ; but being arrived at the 
age of about ſeventeen, I thought it beneath 
me to be reſtrained from the pleaſures of the 
town, which I faw other young perſons enjoy ; 
and my uncle, being ancaly quiet man, ſuffered 
me to run into many extravagancies beyond 
my circumſtances. I lived in this manner till 
the laſt year of my time; when getting ac- 
quainted at College with a young gentleman, 
(fon to a widow lady who lived in Moleſ- 
worth-ftreet,) I had an invitation to his mother's 
Hhonſe, which I accepted; but the elegance of 
the wg: cog which was very ſuperb, 
did not engag e m n in the leak; 3 it 
was a more amiable object, no leſs than the 
youngeſt fiſter of m companion. I embraced 
every opportunity of enjoying this young lady's 
company; but notwithſtanding my youth, 
I was not isnorant of the objections both our 


Pals Prone 


( 3.) 
would have to our connections, her 
fortune being far above what I could expect; 
and I need not inform the reader of her mo- 
ther being exceeding proud, when [ tell him 
ſhe is firſt couſin: to the Earl of BX**®, and 
would never conſent to have her daughter 
married to a grazier's ſon : on the other hand 
I was certain my father would never conſent F 
ſhould; : marry. out of the church which he 
profeſſed. Theſe obſtacles were not ſufficient 
to ſeparate us: ſhe ſoon became as eager for 
our innocent meetings as myſelf, and by 
mutual conſent we were privately married. It 
was upwards of two months before our friends 
heard any thing of the matter; but one after- 
noon, calling at her mother's houſe, I was 
informed by a ſervant that his lady could not 
be ſeen, and Miſs C. was ſent into the country. 
T was almoſt diſtracted at this news, but could 
not by any means get intelligence where ſhe 
was ſent. In this fituation I remained-three 
days, when J received a letter from her, 
giving me an account that her mother, as ſoon 
as ſhe heard of our being married, ſent her 
directly to a town called Roſs, in the count 
of Waterford, where her uncle is collector of 
the cuſtoms. In a few days I had the 
mortification of ſeeing my father in town, 
who, in very ſevere terms, upbraided me 
with my diſobedience in marrying without 
his knowledge; all T could ſay in my behalf 
availed nothing; he left me with this farewell, 


A. 2 „ Never 


25 


( 4 ) 
1. Never let me ſee thee in my houſe tore.” 
About a month after, my uncle informed me 
that he intended to ſend me a ſupercarzo in 
one of his ſhips to Philadelphia; I was greatly 
alarmed at this news, and endeavoured all in 
my power to alter his intention, but to no 
3 he told me no perſon could ſettle the 
ccompts with his correſpondents there but 
me, being ſo long with him, and acquainted 
with his buſineſs. The ſhip at that time had 
moſt of her cargo in, which conſiſted chiefly 
of linnen cloth and ſervants. I found 
means (not withſtanding I had reaſon to believe 
a Watch' was over me) to ſee my wife before 
the ſhip failed; I ſhall-not attempt to give a 
defcription of our meeting and parting in one 
day, but leave the reader to form an idea of 
the tender and diſtreſſing occaſion. When 
J artived in Dublin, I was informed that the 
Tthip would fail in four days, and had orders 
do get every thing ready for the voyage, and 
bidding adieu to all that I Had dear on earth, 
let fail the 14th day of April, 1765. I ſhall 
give a copy of ſome verſes which were written 
rn 5521559 5.55 1195215 
THE curling waves confeſs the riſing gales, 
Which quiv'ring glitter with the ſetting ray, 
Wich ſhouts the ſailors looſe the ſwelling fails, 
And hail the bieeze, impatient of "delay 
hy When ſad reclin'd upon the deck was ſeen, ; 
His boſom heaving with a deep-fetch'd ſigh, 
 D——;, a youth of melancholy mien, 
A tear juſt falling from his down-caft eye. 


Plaintive 


[SF 
Plaintive and flow, but muſically ſweet, _ N 

His voice, his words were very flow and few:  _. : 
Fix'd were his watry eyes, and fix d his feet, : 
© Ireland (he ſaid) dear native ſoil, adieu! _ 


© Thine are the various bleſſings of each clime, FR 
Thou nurſe of ſcience, beauty, freedom, arms ! 
Deep are thy ſages, and thy bards ſublime, _ 

© Graceful thy daughters, matchleſs i in their charms. . 


0 Full- handed Plenty revels in each lawn, 
And Pleaſure ſmiles. in ev'ry flow 'ry mead, 
And roſy Health is ſeen at earlieſt dawn 

« The Loves and Graces in her hand to . 


Oh! ſure the man who riches will purſue 
To America's realms, or Indian deſerts drear, 
When recollection brings thee to his view, | 

Will pay «by mem iy one repentant tear. A 80 h 


«1% For me, be witneſs, heav'n.! my humble mind. 
„With hope of wealth Was never taught to den. 
© A tender maid, compaſſionately kind, berry 

© And friend kincere, was all 1 wiſh'd 1 to know : ; Ws 
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triad; we ſecrets of my foul to ſhare, | 125105 
Ats griefs to leſſen, and its joys increaſe; | 
A maid, fond, modeſt, delicate and fair, * 
Wboſe days were pleaſure, and whoſe nights were prace. : 


n © Juſt fuch a friend in Junius * I poſſeſꝰ d, 
© Juſt ſuch a miſtreſs did Carolina prove; 

_ 5 He-ſhat'd, the deareſt. ſecrets of my breaſt, 
And ſhe, ſhe only, ſhard my deareſt love, 
4 Vet I oſt leave you, worthy as you ae; 2 

Perhaps theſe eyes muſt never ſee ye more, 
Oh cruel ſtars! oh deſtiny ſevere! 

+ My friend 1 love, my-miſtreſs I adore. 


RE Mr, Adamſon, T. C. D. 


Docs 
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c {Dui not each worth which kindred fouls 7e 
Love to reſide within his generous breaſt? 
© Is ſhe not all the proudeſt can deſire, 
When he would be extravagantly bleſs'd ? 


Oh the is dear ! witneſs, - ye days and nights, = 
And all ye hours, bear witneſs ſhe is dear; : 
For well ye know no other hope delights Fi. 
This ſad, ſad heart, which knows no other fear,” 


Here ſtopp'd his tongue ; 1 2 tears now faſter fell; 

Bright ſhone the moon ; the cold dews bg his head; 

Ireland (again be ſigh'd) a laſt farewell! l 
Then down 8 into a her an bed. 


The wind Eotieinizna ereus for about 
three weeks, during which time we were in 
good ſpirits, and had run our reckoning out 
to about one hundred leagues; but on the 
7th of May, the wind ſhifting about to the 
weſt, it blew a very great ſtorm, in which 
we ſprung our main-yard and mizeh-maſt; it 
continued to blow very hard for three or four 
days, when” the wind came about again to 
the eaſt. Our Captain being very ill of a 
fever, dies; on the 14th, and the navigating 
of the veſſel lay to the mate; the wind being 
then favourable for upwards" of a week, we 
ran our longitude out, and tried for ſoundings, 
but had tione: In about à week after we ſpoke 
with a veſſel, who informed us we were up- 
wards of four hundred leagues from our port: 
our proviſions being almoſt exhauſted, we 
, ſhortened "we 1, to one biſcuit per day, 


and 


= . 


( 203: 

and one pint of water; we had plenty of ſalt 
beef, but it cauſed ſuch a thirſt, that we could 
not eat it, on account of the ſcantineſs of our 

water. We lived at this rate till the 2oth of 
July, when inquiring into the quantity of water 
on board, we found it not to exceed forty gallons. 
for near two hundred: people. This account 
ſtruck terror to every foul on board: the ſer- 
yants became outrageous, they attempted: to 
enter the cabin and put the mate to death: 
we had four gentlemen paſſengers, who, with 
the mate and I, armed with ſwords and piſtols, 
came upon deck, when I ordered every perſon 
off the quarter-deck ; notwithſtanding the 
thoughts of periſhing for want in a very ſhort 
time might make them deſperate, yet they all 
readily obeyed my commands. I then told 
them I was in the ſame ſituation as they, and 
that it was not by any means our faults, but 
was certainly the hand of Divine Juſtice which 

had overtaken ſome of us, and ſuffered this 
affliction to come; I begged of them to ſup- - 
plicate the Almighty for his affiſtance and for- 
giveneſs; they ſeemed ſomewhat pacified; 
when I gave orders for a prayer- book to be 
brought me, and again deſired they would 
Join us in ſupplication to God Almighty, 
which they did, and I have great reaſon to 
believe with great fervency. After prayers 
we diſtributed one glaſs of brandy: to each 
perſon, and all being quiet, we retired to our 
cabin. About ten o'clock in the evening it 
232 78310 1 began 
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began to thunder and lighten very much, 
and increaſing to that degree we were afraid 
our pumps would ſplit, I ordered them to be 
ſtopped: I went on the deck, when I faw a 
large ball of fire ftrike the water not twenty 
yards from our ſhip, which very much. frighted 
me, and made me think it was the hand of 
Providence which now-ſent juſtice on us poor 
ſinners. The lightening laſted near two hours, 
when it grew very dark, and ſoon began to 
rain; all hands being ordered up to catch 
water, we had the holes on the deck ſtopped; 
and before fix o'clock next morning, had put 
into our water- caſſes nine hundred gallons. 
Next day we ſpoke with a ſhip bound from 
London to Boſton, and acquainting the Cap- 
tain with our diſtreſs for want of bread, he told 
us we might have ſome from him, and hoiſting 
out our boat, we brought on board five hundred 
weight; then wiſhing him a good voyage, and 
he returniag the compliment, we ſteered our 
equrie, had a middling wind for a few days, 
and then came a calm, which Jaſted upwards of 
three weeks. Our bread again began to be very 
| ſhort. The twenty-fixth of Auguſt we ſpoke 
with a floop bound from New London to 
Bermudas, loaded with flopr; having ' ac- 
quainted them with our diſtreſs, and offerin 
to purchaſe a fe barrels, they hoiſted fail © 
and told us we ſhould have nene. Nothing 
could be more provoking than the darbarity 
of | thoſe. wretches, - 40 leave ſo many poor 
5850 A 
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creatures periſhing for want, and would not 

let us have relief, though we offered double 
the value. The ſervants again aſſembled, and 
inſiſted on having the guns ſhipped on the 
quarter-deck, declaring they would board the 
very next veſſel they fell in with, and oblige 
them to furniſh ſome proviſions, which ſhould 
be paid for. I directly conſented to their re- 
queſt, and ſome of them went to caſting balls 
for the ſwivels in falt. On the fixth day of 
October we diſcovered fix fail; I then gave 
them our arms, and leave to hoiſt out the 
long-boat; they put her in tackles, and had 
every thing ready for an engagement, when 
we ſaw one of them bearing down directly to 
us, and when within hailing, ſaluted us with, 
From whence come you hoa, and where are 
you bound to? we anſwered them, from Dub 
lin and Philadelphia; they then aſked if we 

wanted a pilot; the word ſtruck us dumb for 
a moment, and then a ſhout iſſued from all 
perſons on board: the pilot informed us we 

were twenty leagues from Cape Henelopen, 

and that we ſhould anchor at the mouth of 
the river that night if the wind continued, it 
being then about eight o'clock in the morning; 
we had all our bread on deck, and that day 
eat every morſel for dinner; we came to an- 
chor that night, as the pilot ſaid, and in three 
days arrived 8 the delightful and flou- 
riſhing city of Philadelphia, after a moſt diſ- 
treſſing paſſage of 1 weeks; notwith- 
10 ſtanding, 


($01 

ſtanding, the cargo was not dainaged, and had 
but ten ſervants died and one drowned. Having 
addreſſed myſelf to a merchant there, I ſoon 
diſpoſed of the cargo to very good advantage, 
and by order of my uncle bought a ſhip juſt 
off the ſtocks. During my ſtay in that Ame- 
rican paradiſe, I lodged at the merchant's 
houſe; and having nearly ſettled my uncle's 
buſineſs in New-York and Philadelphia, I had 
a good deal of time to ſpare, which I moſtly 
ſpent in ſhooting in the woods or viſiting ac- 
* quaintances, of which I had a good number, 
eſpecially among the fair ſex, and muſt ſay 
the women in that city are moſt amiable in 
perſon and qualifications: I was vain enough 
to think there were ſeveral of them who 
much admired me; which made 'me firſt 
grow proud of my perſon, and is the cauſe 
of my ruin, as will appear in the ſequel. 
There was not a day but I had different in- 
vitations to ſpend the afternoon, or accompany 
the young ladies to their country-houſes: let 
not the reader imagine, tho' I kept this gay 
company, I ever forgot my dear Carolina; no, 
ſhe was conſtantly in my mind, and the hope 
of ſeeing her at my return out-balanced all 

the miſeries I underwent on my paſſage. 
While I was in that city, the ſhip ar- 
rived. which brought the ſtamped papers over, 
on which, by an act paſted, called the Stamp 
Act, were to be all public writings as in 
Great- Britain; it Was accompanied by a man 


of 


r 
of war (ſtationed at the mouth of the river 
Delaware). Theſe two veſſels anchored juſt 
oppoſite the city; as ſoon as it was known in 
the city, the people all aſſembled on the quay, 
and informed the Captain that the papers 
ſhould not be landed; on which Capt. Ster- 
ling, who, commanded the man of war, de- 
clared, if they made any oppoſition, he would 
fire on the town: he was anſwered, if he 
fired one ſhot, that they would fink his veſſel 
from the fort. The members of the Aſſembly 
were directly ſummoned to meet, which they 
did, and unanimouſly agreed not to ſuffer 
the papers to be landed. Never did a greater 
ſpirit appear than ſhewed itſelf on this c- 
caſion; no diviſion” was ſeen amongſt the peo- 
ple, they were one and all ready to ſupport 
the determination of their repreſentatives, and 
told the Captain that he ſhould not land any 
part of his cargo in that city till he had diſ- 
poſed of the ſtamps. He in conſequence was 
obliged to deliver them to Capt. Sterling, with 
which he ſailed to his ſtation at the Cape. 
It was about the 2oth of December before 1 
could get the veſſels loaded, at which time 
the river, two miles over, was frozen a-croſs; 
the N. W. wind ſetting in, it continued to 
freeze ſo very hard, that the ice was able to 
ſupport horſes and waggons, which brought 

goods from the Jerſeys. About the 7th of 
January it ſnowed very hard, to the depth on 

the ground of eight feet and upwards : while 
* 26:8 _ the 
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1 
the ſnow lies on the ground, the people travel 
in ſledges, with two horſes, which go ex- 
ceeding ſwift, and is very pleaſant. Numbers 
of the citizens go into the country at this time 
on purpoſe to ftay ; likewiſe they. who live 
adjacent to the river ſkait on the. ice with 
great ſwiftneſs. One afternoon I went with 
ſome company on the ice, where ſaw Go- 
vernor *, with Judge. Allen's ſons, and ; 
many more gentlemen ; ; the Governor being 
fatigued ſat down upon the ice, and pulled off 
his ſkaits; a country-looking Iriſhman came 
up to him, and accoſted him in theſe words, 
Fot do you call this?” (meaning the ſlait) 
the Governor very politely anſwered, * A ſkait, 
Sir:” the Hibernian, not content with tlie 
bare word ſkait, muſt know the uſe of it; 
upon which he enquired, . Fot the devil uſe 
could be made upon this faid Kalt! ?” the Go- 
vernor told him, if he would conſent to, have 
them buckled on like the gentlemen on the ice, 
he ſhould go fil like them; * true ſon 
of Patrick gave his conſent, and the Go- 
vernor performed the operation: as ſoon as he 
got on his feet, he was down almoſt. i in an ine 
ſtant; he cried out that his head was off, 
called the Governor a ſon of a b—h; and de- 
fired him to come and tie the ropes harder; 
he obeyed, as he made diverſion for the gen- 
tlemen in general. The inhabitant of the 
bogs thinking he had made ſport long enough, 
told the Governor 1 being then about 8 
yards 


1 
yards diſtant) that he had a little uſe for them 
ſaid ſkaits, and would borrow them for a 


time; upon which he ſet off, to the very great 


ſurprize and laugh of the whole company: 
he was: followed by two or three very good 
ſkaiters, but in vain; he ſoon got out of ſight, 
and left the Governor the talk of the — 
for many days: the ſkaits were worth near 
twenty pounds, notwithſtanding. which the 
were not advertiſed ; and, as L Wag infor 


he never could bear to We the: uns with 


temper. afterwards. 
"On the 2th of February, thay ice being 
pretty: much broke, we dropped down the 


river to Reedy. Iſland, where waiting for a 


wind two or three days, on the 1th we ſet 
ſail on board the new veſſel, called the Polly, 
(the other veſſel being in company) with a 


briſ and favourable wind. My joy was 


now. inexpreſlible, at the thought of-return- 
ing to my native country, and all that I could 
call dear. The wind continued for twenty- 


two days to blow very hard but favourable, 


and on the gth of March we diſcovered land 
about ſix leagues diſtant; and on the 15th 
we anchored in Poolbeg, Dublin harbour. 
I directly came on ſhore, and was received 
by my — with all the warm careſſes of 
a tender parent: as ſoon as I could poſſibly 
diſengage myſelf from him, I repaired directly 


to enquire after my dear Carolina; but when 


I came to the houſe where we agreed to 
leave intelligence for each other, the man 


| 
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was dead, and the family removed, but whither 
to no one could inform me. This account was 
very difagreeable. I directly went to the Col- 


lege, in hopes by ſome means to be informed 
by her brother, but he had ſet out a month 
Wee for Bath: it being then about five 
o'clock in the afternoon; ſome of my old ac- 


quaintance propoſed going to the play, which 


I agreed to. II ſat in the pit unmindful of 
the entertainment, being deeply en gaged 


in meditating! in what manner I ſhould pro- 


ceed; I was awaked out of my reverie by a 
Jog of my companion with theſe words, 


<6 Dudley, there is a ſweet creature in that 
box. As ſoon as I looked up, heavens! what 


was my ſurprize, when the very perſon was my 
wife! ſhe looked ſome time on me, and cried 


out, “ Tis Mr. Dudley.“ I directly quitted the 


pit, and went round to the box where ſhe ſat 
with her mother and one ſiſter; as ſoon as the 
old lady ſaw me enter the door, ſhe attempted 


to leave the box; but I informed her that I 
did not mean to diſturb her, only being juſt 


arrived, and ſeeing e ung lady, to whom 
I had ſome claim, I took the liberty of enter- 


ing the box. My wife flew to my arms, in 


which I conveyed her out from her mother, 


inſtantly had a coach, which I ordered to 
drive to the Black Rock, about four miles 
from Dublin, where we continued a week. 
At our return to town we went to pay our 
duty to the old lady; ſhe received us with 
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an air of dignity, and granted us her bleſſing 
with theſe words, May God in his infinite 
mercy bleſs you, but from this hour never let 
me ſee you within theſe doors, and then ſhe 
walked out of the room. My wife was a 
good deal affected at this ſentence pronounced 
by her mother, and ſhed a flood of tears on 
the occaſion. We ſoon left the houſe agreea- 
ble to orders received, and took lodgings in 
Fleet-ſtreet. My apprenticeſhip was now ex- 
pired, and my uncle allowed me at the rate of 
ſixty pounds per ann. with my board. I lived 
as clerk to him upwards of one year, during 
which time I was bleſſed with a fon; but my 
mother-in-law ſending: a nurſe for the child, 
we thought it moſt prudent to let her have it 
under her care. I then thought of paying a 
viſit to my father, which I did with expecta- 
tion of his receiving me again into favour. I 
arrived at his houſe, in company with my 
faithful friend the Rev. Mr, Adamſon, and 

entering the hall, was met by my dear mother, 
who expreſſed all the joy imaginable on ſee- 
ing me ſafe returned. I. was the darling of this 
indulgent parent, and all her happineſs ſeemed 
to center in my welfare. I aſleed for my fa- 
ther, and was informed he had walked out in 
the fields: we had not ſat long before the old 
gentleman entered ; as ſoon as he ſaw me, he 
turned about and walked to his own room; 
my mother followed him, but in ſome time 
after returned, and informed me that he was 
$924 -..___... determined 
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determined not to ſee me or ſpeak to me; 
however, we lay there that night, and taking 
leave next morning of my dear mother, ſhe 
gave me forty pounds, which was a very timely 
aſſiſtance... We ſet out for Dublin, and on the 
road overtook an old ſervant of my father's, ' 
who. was driving a parcel of -oxen and ſheep 
to Smithfield; a ſudden thought came into 
my head of ſelling them and keeping the 
money: I told the man that my father and I 
Had made up all differences, that I was to live 
with him, and was going to bring down 
my wife; that I had received orders to diſpoſe 
of the ſheep and oxen, and remit the money 
home directly: the old man ſeemed very well 


pleaſed,” and, to bind him entirely my own, I 


gave him a guinea. In about three days we 
arrived in town, and I ſold the whole ſtock to 
a butcher for one hundred and ſeventy pounds. 
I wrote my father word directly what I had 
done, imagining he would think no more of 
it; but was greatly ſurprized when one night 
the perſon with whom we lodged informed me 
the bailiffs were after me, and that he had 
this intelligence from very good authority. I 
was greatly alarmed at this account, and next 
day, having ſent to the ſheriff's office, the 
news was confirmed, that my father had given 
orders to his attorney to arreſt me. I kept 
my room quite cloſe, and ſent word to my 
uncle I was ill. Sunday being the only day 
which 1 enjoyed going abroad without fear, 
J e eie 
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[ grew tired oft this ooinditifat and con- 
cluded on leaving Dublin; my wife ſoon con- 
ſenting, we took our paſſage as ſecretly as poſlible 
on board the packet for Holyhead. I in- 
tended to ſettle in Briſtol, for "which place 1 
travelled as ſoon as I poſſibly could; having 
arrived in that city, I knew not one perſon, 
there, but taking lodgings at a counttyman's 
houſe, he gave me what intelligence | wanted, 
which was to know the beſt part of the town 
for me to ſettle in. I ſoon took a houſe, and r 
having about one hundred and fifty pounds, I 
concluded on following the grocery buſineſs, 
and, with the affiſtance of my friend Who fol- 
lowed that buſineſs, laid in a ſtock of goods, 
and found trade to anſwer exceeding well. 1. 
ſoon became very well known on Change, 
and being a houſekeeper, I thought myſelf a 
man of conſequence. I followed this bulineſs; , 
with good ſucceſs upwards of two years ; but 
having the ambition of being called a mer- 
chant, I ſhipped ſome goods for Liſhon, and 
ſent orders to Ireland to ſhip me large quanti- 
ties of butter, tallow, &c. I dealt very * 
tenfively abroad and at home for twelve 5 
months; but my fund was not ſufficient to. N 
ſupport ſuch a trade without very great in- 
conveniencies, which put me ſeveral times to 
my wits end to extricate myſelf: at mA, 
having ſome very large” payments, to make, 
and my goods at that time lying on my hands; 
hann! likewiſe a large quantity of butter, 
D 
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which fell in its price above fifty per cent. all 
uniting to ite 
payment and ſettle with my creditors, whic 
they conſented to do without taking out a 
commiſſion of bankruptcy. Mr. Jacob Player 
and Mr. Nathanie] Watts were appointed to 
ſettle my affairs; which being done, my credi- 


tors were ſo well ſatisfied, that they made my 
wife a preſent of the houſehold furniture, her 


watch, plate, &c. and forty pounds in money. 
Mr. Player made an offer of taking me into 
his compting-houſe, and allowing me one 
hundred pounds per annum. This I agreed to, 
and lived very eaſy on my falary. I acted 
about two months as clerk, when the rider 


belonging to the houſe going away, I was of- 


fered his place and falary, which was one 
hundred pounds per year, half a guinea per 
day for my expences, and a pair of horſes, 
which I rode alternately. It was at this time 


that I was expoſed to all the temptations in 

life, and being too fond of vice, gave way-to 
one in particular, which was the love of the 

fair ſex. I courted almoſt every young woman 


whom J had an opportunity of being in com- 
pany: with, and grew quite proud of my per- 


ſon when I received any mark of eſteem more 
than my Brother Whips. . I ſoon became one 
of the moſt noted riders in the Weſt, and can 


ſafely ſay, did more buſineſs than any one per- 


ſon of my profeſſion in the kingdom. The 


fut journey I went, J had the company of the 


- * -facetions | 


me, I was obliged to wc 
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facetious Daniel Gunſton, who made me free 
of that honourable community commonly called 
the Gentlemen of the Stirrup, at the Pope's- 
head in Plymouth : his character as the moſt 
accompliſhed rider that ever yet appeared in 
a tradeſman's ſhop with his hat off, and, 
« Sir, do you want any thing in my way ? 
you have an exceeding good ſhop, and well 
well ſituated, &c.” is. too well known through 
the kingdom for ine to pretend to make it 
more public. I enlarged the trade of the 
houſe to five times. as much as when I came 
there, and on that account was very much 
indulged by my governor, who allowed me to 
trade for mylelt in Jace, &c. which I did 
very, conſiderably : but my extravagancies on 
my journey ſoon. run out the profits of my 
dealings, as I always endeavoured to appear the 
moſt conſiderable traveller at all the inns, (not 
through any love of liquor, but pride.) I have 
often been from home ſix months at a time, 
during Which time I conſtantly correſponded 
with my wife, and can ſay in truth, my regard 
was, and is as great now as ever for that 
amiable. woman, notwithſtanding I paſſed 
abroad for a batchelor, and endeavoured to en- 
gage the affections of every 1 woman 1 
was acquainted with. 

As I was on my return from one 1 my 
Weſtern journeys, coming into Axminſter, I was 
acquainted the Ladies Club was held there on 
that my curiofity being great in regard ; 
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where were two long tables furniſhed with 
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to the ſex, I determined to ſtay and 


a ſpectator. About four ofclock the waiter 1 
fotmed me that they had began their proceſſion. 


When I entered the Rreet, the firſt objects 
beheld were two charming country girls Areffed 


in white, with a large arch of flowers ſupported 
by two blacks over their heads, (thele two 


ladies were the ſtewards j) they were ſollowed 


by the matrons, aſter whom appeared, the 
emblems of innocence and Foal the. fal 
daughters of the gentlemen, tradeſmen, 100 


farmers in and adjacent to the town; the pro- 


ceſſion being cloſed by thoſe of the poorer fort, 
who were to receive benefit from this ſociety. 


They proceeded in this form to church, Where 


they had an excellent ſermon preached; after 
which they walked'through'moſt of the ſtreets 


in that little town, twice round the church- 


yard, and then entered the ſchool-houſe, 


tea, coffee, ſweetmeats, &c. DO 1 were 


allowed to be of the com an g this 


reſpect to the ladies, of fta ding c 8 ole 
time with their hats off, and 25 vin Ving. half A 
crown for a ticket. At one b were the gen- 
teel company; the other conſiſted of the infe- 


rior fort, who paid a month] ſubſctiption ta 


the club, and received, if ſick, ſeven ſhilli ings 
er week, and had a doctor ind nurſe to at- 
tend them. The ſtewards' are obliged to viſit 


the fick once a week. The better ſort pay, 
| oe lub day, ww ten guineas, ſome more 
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and ſome leſs. About eight o clock they took 
a ſhort walk, and adjourned to the Green 
Dragon inn, where about twenty young gen- 
tlemen accompanied me from our inn, (which 
was the George) and joined their company. 
. ball being opened, I had, by the deſire 
Ot an eminent tradeſman in that town, his 
daughter for my partner. I was rejoiced at 
my good fortune, as ſhe was the toaſt of the 
place, and eclipſed all the other beauties in the 
room. I hope the reader will excuſe me from 
mentioning her name, as it is no credit to 
any perſon now to boaſt of my acquaintance. 
About tix, o'clock. in the morning we repaired 
every one to our quarters, and as I was about 
to go for my inn, the father of my fair part- 
ner invited me to have a diſh of chocolate. 
I conſented, Which gave me an opportunity of 
faying ſeveral fine things to the young lady. 
I ſtayed two or chree days longer in town, and 
notwithſtanding the time was very ſhort, I 
had every thing ſettled for a match, which 1 
thought proper then to decline. When I 
_ arrived, at home, my governor informed me 
that I muſt directly ſet off for Ireland on, ſome 
buſineſs of conſequence. This was very diſ- 
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came to Dublin, where I kept as private as 
poſſible, till I had made enquiry about the 
old affair, which I underſtood was all dropped, 
and the action withdrawn. Having been in 
Dublin about two weeks, I had paid me one day 
a draft of my father's on his ſale ſman for 
fourteen pounds; it was indorſed by one per- 
ſon; a thought directly came into my head 
to change the ſum in this draft (which was due) 
to forty. I ſoon put the ſcheme into execution, 
and had it preſented for payment directly; it 
paſſed, and I received the money, for which 
gave a receipt in my own name. My buſi- 
neſs being- finiſhed, I made what diſpatch 1 
could to get on board the packet, and arrived 
_ ſafe at Holyhead: I heard nothing of the 
affair for ſome time, when my governor re- 
ceived a letter from my father, co 00 
of my undutifulneſs, and informing him tha 
if ever 1 ſhould behave in like männer again: 

he would put the law in force. 
la November 1771 1 fetched an. account 
from Ireland, informing me that a law-ſuit, 
which had been carried on by Joſeph Lemmon, 
Eſq; (who married my wite's fiſter) for up- 
wards of fix years, in behalf of the daughter 
againſt the eldeſt ſon, was decided, by which 
my wife became entitled to fire thouſand 
unds. I was then on a journey in South 
ales, and courting a young lady in Haver- 
fordweſt; but this news ſoon called me home, 
where I was s congratulated by my acquain- 
tances 


1 


tances on my good fortune. I intended to go 
directly with my wife for Ireland; but my 
governor deſiring I would go one journey in 
the Weſt and South before I left him, I could 
not, without the greateſt ingratitude, refuſe 
him; however, I ſent my wife on board the 
Britannia yatch, Capt. Evans, for Corke, and 
the ſame day ſet off on my laſt journey (for 
the houſe) to the Weſt. I ſettled accounts 
with my cuſtomers, balanced my journey- 
books, and took a farewel of all my ac- 
quaintances in thoſe parts. When I came to 
Axminſter, I had an invitation to the gen- 
tleinan's houſe before- mentioned, which I ac- 
cepted, and ſtayed ſeveral days. Having had 
many excurſions in the country with the young 
lady, one of which was to Lyme, the after- 
noon being very fine, we concluded on having 
a boat, and going a diſtance out on the water: 
we had not been above an hour on board, when 


it began to blow hard; the watermen di- 


rectly tacked about, but the wind blowing 
off ſhore, could not make the harbour; on 
which they concluded to make what land 
they could, and about one o'clock came aſhore 
in a little creek. It was then dark, and blow- 
ing very hard, I was afraid the young lady 
would have periſhed; I eſpied a ſmall light, 
which we made to, and after walking about 
a quarter of a mile, came to a little village; 
we knocked at the door, and had it opened by 
an ancient man, who aſked us to walk in. 
| Z On 
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On my entering the houſe, I was ſurprized to 
ſee a young woman whom I once met on the 
ad between” Axminſter and Bridport, and 
with whom I had ſome private converſation: 
the watetmen notwithſtanding, being I ſup- 
poſe ſmng ers, did not know where they: 
were till ey came to the village, which 
they informed me was called Weſtay, about 
five miles from Lyme in Dorſetſhire. © We 
coneluded on ſtaying there all night, and as 
there were not any ſpare beds, I was deter- 
mined to ſit up; the young lady I perſuaded 
to lie down om the daughter's bed, who was 
old acquaintance. About twelve o clock 
I was -alarmed by the noiſe of ſeyeral voices 
and knocking at the door, which as ſoon as 
the old man heard, he aroſe and opened; tliere 
entered about twelve men with ſacks on their 
ſhoulders. I had a large quantity of bills 
and money belonging to 5 governor about 
mo at that time, and I was'a good deal in fear 
of my ptoperty; as well as leſt any affront ſhould | 
be offered to the young lady ; my own lw 
ſafety was the leaſt I thought” of. 2 As ſoon as 
they eſpied me, they aſked” who T was; the 
man of the houſe told them he did not know, | 
and informed them Wien and how I came in; 
9 dem 1 Fc 2 bo d=d if he be not 


: to: me. N my — ee 1 Te! nd 
what I did * which I told them: the 
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— who came with me being potic- 
0 ſte after thelr boat, I had no * 
ſtrengthen m nt, and indeed it ſeerned 
ſtrange that one of my profeſſion ſhould Ve 
found in ſuch an obſcure place; they bie 
and all inſiſted on putting me in à boat ant 
1 * adrift, and for that 


ſe 
. ay hold of me, when the noiſe 
pony the 


; young lady and the old man's 
daughter; they both ran down ſtairs, and 
one of them cried out, There is Miſs N, 
Mr. R—'s daughter at Axminſter.” lone 
the men knew her, as her father kept 
in Lyme, which he attended Gy 12 
day; ſhe declared what I told them to 50 
true, and likewiſe that I was an old acquatn- 
tance. They all begged 14 rdon for theit be- 
haviour, but told me that they were in- 
ſormed of a 12 ſpy having been ue time eini- 
ployed by the bade Bout officers, to give an 
account of the haunts which ſmugglers had in 
thoſe parts. I underſtood it was tea they had 
in the ſacks; I aſked them if they hat any 
fine' green, and being anſwered yes, I Dough 
à quantity, and came to v 
with thoſe gentlemen before they cartel 
About two o'clock the old man went out 
. with them, taking all the ſacks, 085 0 oo 
an hour returned without any; they Bad 
brought back with them a jar of 91 
which they invited me to artake of, atid 
remainder of the night b very clollly 


enen fix o'clock ir the a he alt pA 


her f fond parents. I then proceeded to Portſ- 
rt 3 ways. put up. That young lady 


Excellent voice, plays an moſt inſtruments of 


|  Haveller,,. or br MERE. regulateds./ which is en- 
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gated. After. they. wege. gone, I underſtood 
they; had hid the ſacks — ſome furxe, 
Which Was cut on a mountain adjacent; and 


— gathered in heaps, under two of Which they 


put them, till an opportunity offered ito carry 
them away. When it was light, I bid the 
als. adieu, and walked e female 
companion a- croſg the fields to Lan where 
it was reported we were drowned. I took 
poſt-chaiſe directly for Axminſter: the news 
Was already N of our ſuppoſed death, 
but on our arrival we convinced them we 
were in the land of the living, and for the 
laſt time delivered the young lady up ſafe to 


ond. and Goſport, ; where I bad an old 
Weet-heart, whom. I coutted every journey 
during the time, of, my travelling. Her fa- 

ng 3 India Arms inn at Goſport, 


not boaſt, of very great beauty; but the 
amiable, qualifications. which ſhe is bleſſed 
With, render her one of the moſt deſirable 
companions, 1 Si knew. She has a moſt 


duſic, mu ands hiſtory and many branches 
pl the math natics, ſpeaks ſeveral languages, 
KC. 5 bo hitanding ſhe is poſſeſſed ot thoſe 
Valuable talents, ſhe does not neglect the care 
'of the houſe, and having every thing pleaſing 
to, the, numerous, gueſts which put. up ;there. 
never knew any houſe, more agreeable to 


bona tirely 
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tirely owing to that. amiable girl. I met am 
old Ghats 2 5 there, 2 . that, bd 


4 . * * 


1 at, Perce and | therefora pag gr pe 
to: o over to the Ille of Wight on 3 
an having. a great many cuſtomers. in..d1 
ferent. Parts. of the iſland, Ii ptended ſtaying 
x 2 till I finiſhed; (tho I, uſually, went from 
Limmingtons), . My. Brother Whip alſo came 
into the ſame, mind; and, to make our jour- 
ney the. more agreeable, we obtained the fa« 
vour 10 the young ladies company, and late 
In;the 82570 took a ſmall boat to carry us 
8 the Ille of Wight, It was quite dark ben 
fore we reached, the ſhore. At the landing 
place there is 1 9 . han which runs up- 
Wards of two hundred yards into the chan 
nel, by the ſide of — it is made navis 
gable for boats to paſs. Having. the advantage 
of à ſail and a pair, of oars, we ſailed very, 
faſt, and not thinking we were ſo near land, 
did not uſe any precaution, but ran directly 
on the cauſeway, . which ſplit our boat: it 
Was then our chief care to —_ to the. pre- 
ſervation of our miſtreſſes, who were already 
ſinking. As 1 could ſwim very well, Ijumped 
overboard,: and was. agreeably ſurprized ta 
find bottom, not being quite up to my mid- 
dle; on which my 1 Whip got out 
alſo. b We took the two ladies on our backs, 


cg: "I 2 and 


_ Euainted with 


_ the ſtage for 
day, about fix o'clock, at the Crofs-Keys in 
Gracechurch-Street. Having never been in 
London before, I was curious to ſee the town; 


1 
and carribd them on ſhore, After ſome fnalt 
ſay, we procured à coach for Newport, where 


we arrived about twelve o'clock. Nothing 
material happened more on my journey, un- 


til J arrived at home. 225 ſettled all 58 
counts for my tor, I gave up my books, 
quantity of lace, &c. on hand, which I fent 
up to London, av I intended to ay a vifit to 


the metropolis, in order to difpoſe of my 
ods before I went to Ireland, Accordingly 


hired a horſe to Gofport, as T made that 
my way, and continued there a few days. I 


gentleman from Brifto), who was well ac- 
my connections, came to the 
ni; and telling Mifs D— I was married, 


| here ended all our long courtſfip; and every 


thing I could fay had not the leaft effect on 
that amiable pi That very night I took 
Indon, where I arrived next 


and havitig a Captain of a man of war, who 


Rves near Portſmouth, for my companion in 


the: coach, he confented to take a walk with 


me to the Park, &c, At our retutn thro? 
the Strand, I was ſurprized to fee ſo many 


fine women of _ virtue, and had ſcarce 
reſolution to keep 


chem home ; but following the Captain's 
counfd, I returned to my inn, Next day T 
85 Went 


fiould have ſtayed longer, but in that time a 


rom accompanying one of 
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in arange, which ſhe accepted. I ſoon per- 
ceived ſhe was either kept, or very forward 
to admit a ſtranger to take the liberties I did. 
Near the end of the play ſhe was called out, 
and. I followed her; but-imagining it was the 
gentleman who kept. Her, Faid not think 
proper to go farther than the door. 1 under- 
£ ſtood, by. her ſpeaking to the orange-girl, 
that ſhe muſt know. her; and having en- 
7 - quired, ſhe told me that there were orders 
given. her not to inform any gentleman where 
the lady lived. I flipt half a crown into the 
wench's hand; upon which ſhe pulled a 
direction out of her pocket, (viz. Miſs J****, 
at Mr. B*******', Hair-dreſſer, in Berwick - 
ſtreet, Soho.) I took a coach directly, in 


order 
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in the poſt-coach for Cheſter, where I arrived 


for 


( 32 1 
order to ſeek out this new-found beauty; and 


having arrived at Gelb ſe, I found my di- 
rection right, and had the: pleaſure of ſeeing 
the young lady in perſon, She informed me 
that an old gentleman! had her in keeping, 
allowed her ſeven guineas, per week, and that 


he was juſt gone. However, I ſtayed with 


her that night, and ſcarce ever left the houſe 
ii 10! ene r 
for three. weeks, ſhe, having ſent the, gen- 
fleman word that 'ſhe, was gone ;to ſee her 
any part of my affection was drawn, from my 

ear partner, it was by this agreeable. girl, 


friends, who lived. at Birmingham. If ever 


_ LFTh 6 6 14 Fr ae lei. 
who polleſſed every qualißcation to make her 


admired. Having lived in a very elegant man- 
41 44 re Lr > 
ner with her for more than two months, in 


w 4] LB „sl $, eiu Je 242 
which time I ſpent upwards of two hun- 
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dred pounds, I at length determined to go 
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for Ireland, and ſet out from the Golden 
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ofs, the 7th of June, 1770, 


the on . Next morning I took poſt-chaiſe 
or Parkgate, and found fix veſſels, beſides 
the yatch, ready to fail for Dublin. I ſent 
my trunks on board the Pretty Polly, Capt. 
Troy commander ; and the wind being fair, 


next morning ſet ſail, in company with the 


yatch, which had on board the Honourable 
Colonel Fitzroy and Colonel Skinner. About 
five O clock in the afternoon, being off Beau- 


* 


maris Bay, the wind came right a-head, and 
blew ſo exceeding hard, that the Captain 


it moſt prudent to tack about, and 
I 14603 eee E } 7 #7 . ſteer 
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ſteer for Parkgate, here we artived' next 
day, about fix o clock in the afternoon; Every 

one of the veſſels returned, except the yatch. 
Next morning Colonel Tongue, and two 
young gentlemen (one af whom was ſon to 
Sir Capel Molineux, Member of Parliament 
in Ireland) agreed to have a coach, and go to 
Holyhead, Which we directly put in exe- 
cution, and in two days arrived there, where 
wwe found the yatch and the paſſengers before- 
mentioned. That afternoon we went to en- 
gage our ps on board the Le Deſpencer 
packet. I agreed to pay fix guineas for the 
cabin, but one of the young ' gentlemen 
thinking it too much, I told the Captain, in 
about an hour after, that I would not engage 
the whole cabin, but take the chance of a 
bed, which is but half 2 guines, , In the 
mean time Colonel Luttrell and two young 
ladies arrived, and ſent directly to engage the 
whole veſſel, which I hearing, inſiſted on 
having the cabin according to my agreement; 
Which the Captain denied, telling me I Could 
not go at all with him. My pride could not 
Hear to be touched in this manner, and going 
to Colonel Luttrell, I told him that 1 had 
ſome diſpatchies of conſequence to. the Lor 
Lieutenant in Ireland, and defired that I might 
have my paſſage on board the packet; I like- 
wiſe informed him that I. had engaged the 
cabin before he had arrived, but that the 
Captain ſince refuſed admitting me at all: he 
very politely anſwered, that he would reſign 
. the 
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the cabin to me, and wait for the next op- 
portynity. I returned him thanks, next 
morning went on board with my company, 
and ſet ſail for Dublin, where we arrived in 
twenty-four hours, and paid the Captain hut 
the common fare of half a guinea each. 
At this time my wife was at her brother» 
in-law's country-ſeat in the county of Weſt 
meath, for which place I ſet out in two days, 
and found my dear Carolina the ſame fond 
and charming creature as ever. Having ſtaid 
there about a fortnight, in which time I had 
I the honour of being ſeveral times at my: Log 
— Belvidere' s, who lives about two miles from 
— my brother-in-law, Mr. Lemmon and his 
wife agreed to come to Dublin with me, in 
mn order to have my wife 's fortune ſettled ang 
| paid. I waited ſeveral times on her guar- 
dians (who were Counſellor John F**#**#**#+## 


* * 


and her uncle W***) ta have the money paid: | 
at Weihe having appointed to meet me and 
my attorney, I had every thing in readineſ to 
receive my moiety ; but they told me I could. 
not poſſibly receive it. This anfwer greatly 
ſurprized me, I aſked, who durſt keep it 
from met but it was in vain ta ſdy any thin 
to thoſe, obſtinate gentlemen, who informed 
me that the money ſhould, be put to intereſt c 
fix x cent. and intereſt paid. to my wiſe 
durihg her life, then to go equally amongſt | 
our children. This propoſal was executed, and | 
enen nina ds 
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Being ſick of Dublin, I perſuaded, my wife 
to return to England, which ſhe readily con- 
ſented to. As 7 owed a great deal of money 
in the Weſt, I did not think it fafe to ſettle in 
Briſtol, and therefore pitched on Liverpool, 
where we arrived without any thing particular 
happening. I had then about four hundred 
pounds, and owed about fourteen hundred. 
Having put up at the Angel inn, I enquired 
about the ſituation - of the town, and pitched 


on a houſe in the principal ſtreet, which 1 


took, giving orders to have the ſhop fitted up. 


I ſet off for London to lay in goods, leaving 


my wife to have every thing ready againſt my 
return. As ſoon as J arrived in town, Miſs 
fers was the firſt place I paid a viſit to, 
and for a week I forgot that 1 had any other 
affairs to mind; but receiving a letter from 
my wife, I was determined to mind the 
needful, and accordingly gave my orders to 


ſeveral tradeſmen in town, one of whom was 
the Right Honourable William Nath, the 


After having = about a month in town, 
I was met one day by ſome gentlemen from 
Briſtol, who knew me: they aſked, me ſe- 
veral queſtions, which I did not think proper 


to anſwer directly; and by their informing 


one of my creditors, who was in town, the 
very next day I was arreſted at the Croſs- 
Keys in Gracechurch-ſtreet, juſt as I was 
dreſſed ready for Vauxhall: the ſum being 
conſiderable, I ſuffere 


d myſelf to be carried 
5 5 to 


1 
to a ſpunging- houſe (the King's Head, Wood- 
ſtreet) and ſending for my creditor, I offered 
him half the money, but to no purpoſe. I. 
ſtaid there upwards of two weeks before I 
could ſettle with him : but at length agreeing 
to take fifteen ſhillings in the pound, we met 
at the Half-Moon tavern in Cheapſide; and 
having paid him, and got his receipt, we ſtaid 
to drink a bottle in friendſhip. A detainer 
was lodged againſt me for two hundred pounds 
mote, which being followed that very afternoon 
by three others, obliged me to return wg old 
quarters. Having paid away moſt part of what 
money I had, and the expences of a ſpunging- 
houſe being . very great, I was at a loſs what 
to do for ſupplies; and the ſituation I left my 
wife in grieved me more than any thing I 
could ſuffer. Having ſpent what money I 
had left, Mr. Earl, who kept. the houſe, in- 
formed me, that it was always cuſtomary for 
gentlemen to pay every day, (though before he 
never brought in his bill bat once a week.) 
J told him, that I expected money very ſoon, 
and hoped he would give me credit; Don't 
tell me of credit {cried the humane gentle- 
man) thoſe who can't pay, muſt go over the 
way to the Compter.” While he was repeat- 
ing thoſe words, I was called; and on enter- 
ing the parlour, whom ſhould I ſee but the 
amiable Miſs J****? ]- was rejoiced at her 
appearance. Having ſat ſome time, ſhe aſked 
how I ſtood in regard to caſh ; and, informing 
her of the ſituation of my affairs, ſhe told 
beim. 59 06 Hmm bot 1 - AfSTIDUBEY 


— 
—— aw 


— — — 4 Ps. 5. Shit a. — — - 
— —— . IE ng — 


1 

me that every thing in her poſſeſſion was at my 
diſpoſal, giving me at the ſame time three gui- 
neas; which indeed was a timely aſſiſtance. She 
continued her viſits conſtantly as a warm friend; 
but being obliged to go into the country, Iloſtmy 
ſupport, and was again drove to poverty. 

Reading the papers one day, I ſaw a para- 
graph promiſing his Majeſty's pardon, and a 


reward of a thouſand pounds, to any one who 


ſhould diſcover the perſon or perſons con- 


cerned in ſetting fire to the Dock-yard at 


Portſmouth : I directly determined to write a 
letter to the Earl of Rochford, and inform 
him that I knew the perſons who fired the 


Dock, and that I was concerned. The letter 
was as follows : Ps | 


To the Right Hon. the Earl of RocurorD, 
2 * Secretary of State. N 
4 My Lord, 

* Having read a paragraph in the papers, 

where it is promiſed his Majeſty's pardon 

will be given to any perſon who ſhall diſ- 
cover the perſon or perſons who fired Portſ- 
mouth Dock ; as I am well acquainted with 
© the whole affair, I think it my duty to in- 
form you of each particular. I am at pre- 
ſent in the King's Head tavern, in Woad- 


2 «a @ 


LY 


as I have it in my power to ſettle with my 
creditors. I beg your Lordſhip will keep 
It very ſecret for many reaſons, which I ſhall 
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ſtreet, being arreſted for debt; but do nat 
make this application to you on that account, 


60 
give when I have the honour of ſeeing your 
p Lordſhip, and am, with the greateſt reſpect, 


« Your's, | 
* DUDLEY. 


Next day T had a viſit from two gentlemen, 


who informed me they waited on me by order 


of Lord Rochford, and produced my letter. 
TI aſked their names, but was anſwered it was 
not any way material for me to know, and 
that neither was my Lord. I informed them 
that I knew the whole affair, and that I could 
give directions in what manner to have the 
offenders apprehended, and that I greatly de- 
fred to do fo; but let them know nothing 
particular, as I had not quite finiſhed the 
plan I was to proceed on. They requeſted me 
to write out the whole affair, and have it 


ready next afternoon, to which I conſented. 


When they were about to depart, they .aſked 


me if it was not uſual to Pay. footing in 


ſuch houſes; I anſwered in the affirmative: 


upon which one of them laid down five 


guineas on the table, ſaying, « Mr. Dudley, 


pray treat the gentlemen with a bottle t 


wine.” I ſuppole they were the firſt Secreta- 


ries of States' Secretaries that ever paid garniſh. 


in a ſpunging-houſe; as I underſtood the next 
day they both were, one of them being Stanier 


Porten, Eſq; Secretary to the Earl of Roch- 
ford, and the other Mr. Frazier, Secretary to. 
the Earl of Suffolx. That afternoon I was 


moſtly 


i 


1 
moſtly employed in laying down my plan in 
writing, that I might be the more corre& on 
any croſs- examination. Agreeable to promiſe, 
the ſame gentlemen came next day, to whom 
delivered ſome part of the account, only 
ſecreting the names. They ſeemed pretty well 
ſatisfied. I told them I ſhould in a little time 
give them a full account, and they did not part 
without giving me the price of another bottle. 
Notwithſtanding there were many priſoners in 
the houſe, not one knew who thoſe gentlemen 
were; nor did I inform them any particular 
concerning the affair, till it was in the public 
papers about a month after. In two days I 
wrote again to the Earlof Rochford as follows ; 
* My LORD, PR 

* As I have taken upon me to bring the 
affair of Portſmouth fire to light, and give 
ſuch intelligence as will be neceſſary to ap- 
prehend the perſons who were concerned 
with me in that conflagration, I muſt inform 
your Lordſhip that the principal perſon is 
now in town, as I ſaw him paſs by this 
houſe yeſterday, and would have your Lord- 
ſhip fend me your Secretary as ſoon as 
poſſible, that I may give him proper inſtruc- 
tions how to have him taken. My Lord, 
Jam, with reſpect, your's, &c. FD 

« DUDLEY. 
Agreeable to my requeſt, Mr. Porten waited 
on me. I told him that Captain Hickey (who 
was the principal perſon in laying the plan to 
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ſet fire to the Dock- yard) was in town, and 

that I had ſeen him the day before ; that his 

r of refort uſually were the Grecian coffee- 
ouſe, London tavern, the Red Croſs at 

Charing-croſs, and the Croſs Keys in Grace- 


church- ſtreet. His perſon and dreſs I' deſcribed 
as follows: he was about five feet ten inches 


high, exceeding well made, his age thirty, 


very handſome, dreſſed in blue cloaths with 
gold lace, and wore his own hair. He deſired 
I would let him know the other perſons names, 


which I refuſed, my plan being not entirely 


compleated. I informed him that many of 


my papers were at Liverpool, and that I could 
not give a correct account with authority, till 


T had them brought to me; and likewiſe told 


him that my wife was there, and deſired ſhe 
might be brought to town. He promiſed to ſee 
me the next day, which he accordingly did, 


and informed me that my Lord Rochford 


would ſend a Meſtenger for my wife and papers, 
and deſired I would give an authority to de- 


mand them. I told him he ſhould have it the 


frext day; and that very night wrote to my 


wife to come up directly, and bring all my 


papers with her, but to leave my trunks there. 


The next day I empowered Mr. Stayley (one 
of his Majeſty's Meſſengers in ordinary) te 
bring all my effects in Liverpool, together with 


my wife, he paying all demands and expences 


which ſhould be lawfully claimed. In conſe- 


quence of their being moved to me, in a few 


mags J had the plcature of ſeeing my wife in 


town, 
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town, who inſtantly obeyed my ſummons. I 


directly acquainted my Lord Rochford of her 


arrival, and that ſhe had brought all my papers 


to town, and I was ready to give his Lordſhip 
a full account, when I ſhould have the honour 


of ſeeing him, and ET wrote him 


the follow-ing letter: 


To the Right Hon. the Earl I Roese. | 
EMT LOUD, 


l wrote to you laſt Saturday afternoon, 21 
accordingly had a viſit from one of your gen- 
tlemen. He complained of my being not ex- 


plicit enough. My Lord, I ſhall be full in 
my declaration and account, when I have 
the honour of being called before you. My 
Lord, if you don't think proper to purſue 
the diſcovery, I don't deſire to ſay any more. 
Thave been and am willing to do my duty, but 


the affair, and bury it in oblivion; and may 
the diſaſter never be repeated at Plymouth, 


guided with that unerring hand which makes 
your virtues ſo conſpicuous in your ſtation. 


Lordſhip ſhall be welcome to inſpect them 


them, and hope you will not defire the con- 


6 I can 


ſhall, as I think I am clear in having given 
your Lordſhip the account I have done, drop 


and may your Lordſhip ever continue to be 


My Lord, my papers are arrived ; your | 
in my preſence, as I can be ready to explain 
trary. What I ſaid to your Secretary, the 


laſt time he was here, concerning Plymouth, 


1 pledge my life if I don't fulfil it, provided. 


1 

« I can ſettle my affairs by that time. An 
* hour's converſation with your Lordſhip will 
* convince you of the truth. I ſhould be glad 
you would be pleaſed to honour me with an 
© anſwer. I am certain the Earl of Rochford 
would think very meanly of me, were I to 
diſcloſe each individual concerned with me 
to perſons I do not know come authorized 
from you; they are not perſons who are 
commiſſioned to hear an affair, it being of 
the greateſt conſequence to the kingdom. 1 
ſhould think your Lordſhip could better 
judge the affair by hearing it from 'me than . 
at ſecond-hand. My. Lord, the water is 
not fo pure in the pool as in the fountain. 
© beg your Lordſhip's pardon for taking this 
liberty; but being ſo - ſtrongly ſolicited 
© by a gentleman I knew nothing about 
to diſcover each minute circumſtance to him, 
I étake this opportunity to acquaint your 
Lordſhip, I cannot think it conſiſtent with 
my on private intereſt to be any more ex- 
« plicit, till J have the honour of an interview 
© with your Lordſhip and your Secretary. 
I am, with the greateſt regard. 
. | * Your Lordſhip's moſt obedient +» 
«< humble. ſervant, 
T3 e IGDEES.; 
As to my particular defign, I had none but 
to extricate myſelf from the ſpunging-houſe; 
and having repeated the ftory ſo often, my 
R 8185 thoughts 
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thoughts being wholly engaged on that ſub- 
ject, believed it true myſelf. In two or three 
days my trunks arrived, and Mr. Porten having 
waited on me to inform me thereof, he defired 
Mrs. Dudley would go with him to my Lord 
Rochford's office to ſee them opened, which I 
conſented to ; a young lady, daughter of Mr. 
Auſtin (who was then a fellow-priſoner) ac- 
companying her. She was away upwards of 
four hours, when returning, ſhe brought 
with her all my trunks, &c. and informed 
me that the Earl af Suffolk being preſent 
with the Earl of Rochford, they behaved 
exceeding polite, and as ſhe was about to de- 
part, the Earl of Rochford put a ten-pound 
note in her hand, and bade her pay the coach. 
The next morning I was called on to go be- 
fogs. the Lord-Mayor, which I did ſoon. 
When I arrived at the Manſion-houſe, I 
was called into the room where he was by 
himſelf; and as ſoon as I had fat down, and 
the door was ſhut, he informed. me that he 
had received orders from the Earl of Roch- 
ford to take my affidavit in regard to my being 
concerned and knowing the perſons who exe- 
cuted the plan of 92 the Dock- yard of 
Portſmouth on fire, and that he hoped 1 
would be a friend to my country by diſcovering 
the whole affair. He aſſured me that he 
would ſupport me in the apprehending of the 
offenders; and that any arts which the Mi- 
niſtry might practiſe againſt my good inten- 
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tion, ſhould have no effect. I ſoon perceived 


this great patriot to be a fit tool for my purpoſe, 


being obſtinate in his opinion, and very dull 


in his apprehenſion. He expreſfed his very 
great ſatisfaction at my declaration, and fome 


entlemen calling on his Lordſhip, he begged 
i would excuſe him for an hour; but I told 


him I had rather return to my quarters, and 
call again. To this he conſented, and I had 


ſeveral viſits ' before I made the affidavit, the 


purport of which was as follows : 5 


« THAT being on a journey, I arrived 
about the 15th of July at Goſport ; on the 
20th, as I was walking the parade at Portſ- 
mouth, I met Captain Hickey, with fix 
other gentlemen with him ; he being a ſchool- 
fellow of mine, I ſoon knew him, and ho 


me. We adjourned to the Fountain Fade! 


where we dined. The next day he dine 


with me at the India Arms, Goſport. After 
dinner we drank hearty, and in the courſe of 
our converſation he informed me, that he 


had an affair to tranſact on which depended 


| his life and property, and it lay in my power 


to be of the greateſt ſervice to him. I de- 
clared my readineſs to ſerve him at the riſque 
of my life; and preſſing him to let me know 
in what manner I could ſerve him, he in- 


formed me that he was employed by the 


Prench! Court to ſet fre to the Doe yards 
and that he had already laid the plan, but 


Wanted a perſon who was known to introduce 
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his accomplices into the yards. He told me I 
ſhould have two hundred pounds for fo doing, 
and a commiſſion in the French ſervice. I 
. agreed to his propoſal, and the next day in- 
troduced Captain Hickey and three more 
gentlemen into the yard. He ſeemed to place 
his attention moſtly on the ſtore-houſe ; and 
having walked about two hours in the dif- 
ferent parts of the yard, we repaired to the 
Fountain tavern, where we dined; and having 
every thing agreed on, we 3 on Thurſ- 
day night, the 26th of July, to put the plan 
in execution. We were to meet that 2 0 
noon at the Blue-Poſts inn on the Point, 
which we did. The ſix gentlemen went to 
fire the Dock- yard, while Captain Hickey and! 
took a boat and rowed up and down the river. 
About twelve o clock we eſpied a boat rowing 
up to us, which we ſoon underſtood to be- 
long to our company. Captain Hickey 
aſked them if they had done the job; they 
anſwered, yes. We rowed down towards 
Spithead, to the weſtward of which, almoſt 
oppofite to Cowes, we came along-ſide of a 
floop, which we all went on board; and 
having drank ſhare of a bottle of claret, and 
received one hnndred guineas, Capt. Hickey 
deſired I would go with him to France, which 
[ denied. He told me that I ſhould have re- 
mittances in a few days, and begged I would 
accept of the above ſum for the preſent. 
Having taken my leave, I got into the boat 
i ons "F with 
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tion, ſhould have no effect. I ſoon perceived 
this great patriot to be a fit tool for my purpoſe, 
being obſtinate in his opinion, and very dull 
in his apprehenſion. He expreſfed his very 
great ſatisfaction at my declaration, and fome 
gentlemen calling on his Lordſhip, he begged 
i would excuſe him for an hour; but I told 
him 1 had rather return to my quarters, and 
call again, To this he conſented, and I had 
ſeveral viſits ' before I made the affidavit, the 
urport of which was as follows: . 

« TyarT being on a journey, I arrived 
about the 15th of July at Goſport ; on the 
20th, as I was walking the parade at Portſ- 
mouth, I met Captain Hickey, with fix 
other gentlemen with him; he being a ſchool- 
fellow of mine, I foon knew him, and he 
me. We adjourned to the Fountain tavern, 
where we dined. The next day he Aitied 
with me at the India Arms, Goſport. After 
dinner 'we drank hearty, and in the courſe of 
our converſation he informed me, that he 
had an affair to tranſact on which depended 
| his life and property, and it lay in my power 
to be of the greateſt ſervice to him. I de- 
clared my readineſs to ſerve him at the riſque 
of my life; and preſſing him to let me know 
m what manner 'I could ferve him, he in- 
formed me that he was employed by the 
French Court to ſet fire to the Dock- yards, 
and that he had already laid the plan, but 
wanted a perſon who was known to introduce 
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his accomplices into the yards. He told me I 
ſhould have two hundred pounds for fo doing, 
and a commiſſion in the French ſervice. I 
agreed to his propoſal, and the next day in- 
troduced Captain Hickey and three more 
_ gentlemen into the yard. He ſeemed to place 
his attention moſtly on the ſtore-houſe ; and 
having walked about two hours in the dif- 
ferent parts of the yard, we repaired to the 


Fountain tavern, where we dined ; and having 


every thing agreed on, we Free on Thurſ- 
day night, the 26th of July, to put the plan 
in execution. We were to meet that after- 
noon at the Blue-Poſts inn on the Point, 
which we did. The fix gentlemen went to 
fire the Dock-yard, while Captain Hickey and I 
took a boat and rowed up and down the river. 
About twelve o'clock we eſpied a boat rowing 
up to us, which we foon underſtood to be- 
long to our company. Captain Hickey 
aſked them if they had done the job; they 
anſwered, yes. We rowed down towards 
Spithead, to the weſtward of which, almoſt 
oppoſite to Cowes, we came along-ſide of a 
loop, which we all went on board; and 
having drank ſhare of a bottle of claret, and 
received one hundred guineas, Capt. Hickey 
deſired I would go with him to France, which 
I denied. He told me that I ſhould have re- 
mittances in a few days, and begged I would 
accept of the above ſum for the preſent. 
Having taken my leave, I got into the boat 
JJV With 
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with a handkerchief tied over my eyes, and 


was landed between Goſport and the hoſpital. 
I walked up to the town; and as ſoon as I 
arrived there, I heard the cry of fire, and 


ſaw the ſmoke; but I directly got into bed, 


and the next day went to the Iſle of Wight, 
and found my friends had got clear off.” 

This was the purport of my information, 
of which I made affidavit before the Lord- 


Mayor; and likewiſe that, if I was ſuffered 


to go down to Pqgztſmouth and Plymouth, I 
ſhould apprehend the offenders, who were 
at that time laying a plan for burning Ply- 
mouth Dock- -yard. Orders were ſent down 


to Plymouth to have the guards doubled, 
and all caution taken to prevent any accident 
happening there. As ſoon as the Lord- 
Mayor had taken my affidavit, he waited on 
we Secretary of State, and infiſted on my 
having proper aſſiſtance to accompany. me 
down to Portſmouth, &c. In a few days 1 
was again ſummoned to appear before his 
Lordſhip, which I did, and was informed 
that the Earl of Rochford was with his Lord- 
ſhip and many more gentlemen. I was, ſoon 


aſter my arrival, called to wait on their Lord- 
ſhips. On my entering the room, I was 


alled to ſit down at the table, on eh were 


divers kinds of wines, fruit, &c. I pitched 


on red port for my drink, Having a about 
half an hour, we entered on buſineſs, and 
being croſs- examined thro' my information, 


the 


G 

the Lord-Mayor told me that I ſhould have 
proper aſſiſtance, and every other means which 
was neceſſary, to take the perſons who were 
concerned with me in firing Portſmouth 
Dock. I begged to retire a-while, which 
was granted me; and coming into the Juſ- 
tice's room, where were the Rev. Mr. Evans, 
my Lord-Mayor's Chaplain, his father, and 
Mr. Earle, keeper of the ſpunging-houſe, I 
fat down with them, ſmoaked a pipe, and 
drank ſome wine. Mr. Evans and his ſon 
paſſed many compliments on my patriotic 
ſpirit, and what great juſtice I was doing to 
the kingdom; that I ſhould ſhine like a ſtar 
in my country, and be recorded in hiſtory to. 
my everlaſting glory. I began to think thoſe 
gentlemen inherited much the ſame ſhare 
of underſtanding as their maſter, and that 
there was no great fear of their fracturin 
their ſkulls by a fall from their horſe. In 
about an hour after, I was called into the 
company, and having every thing ready to 
be bailed, they defired me to fign the bonds, 

which I laſed, On being aſked the reaſon, 

TI anſwered, that I owed the keeper of the 
houſe where I was confined ſome money, and 
could not think of leaving his houſe till 1 
had paid him. My Lord Rochford aſked the 
amount: I told kl about ſeventy pounds. 
He deſired that the man might call at his 
office, and he ſhould have it ſettled. I went 
out directly, and informed Earle of thoſe 
£ words; ; 


1 


woftls ; but he told me, that if it was not 


| ſettled before I was bailed, he ſhould never 
get a penny. I returned, and told the Earl 
of Rochford that I 'would not be bailed till 

the man Was paid. He replied, «I ſuppoſe 
it is the firſt inſtance ever known of a Se- 
crete of State paying a gentleman's bill at 


a ſpuhging-houſe: but that he would be 


that fingular Miniſter, and directly paid fe- 
venty-two pounds; whereupon I was imme- 
diately bailed by William © Dick, Etq; of 
Pall-mall, ' and Mr! Mann, of Weſtminſter, 
two of his Majeſty's Meſſengers in ordinary: 


I returned directly to the King's Head with 


Mr. Dick, and getting my things ready for 
the journey, I took leave of my wife, and 
deſtred ſhe might go in my abſence to Briſtol, 


and diſpoſe of our goods there. About half 

_ paſt two o'clock in the morning Mr. Dick 
and I took poſt-chaiſe for Portſmouth, where 
we artived about two o'clock next day, and 

in the afternoon we waited on the Com- 


miſſioner of the Dock-yard, who very ſen- 
 fibly examined me, and thro' all his queſ- 
tions, advice and reprimands, ſhewed the ho- 
neſty of his heart, the regard he had for the 
welfare of his country, and his deſire of 


bringing the affair to light. Agteeable to his 
directions, perſons were ſent to every public- 
houſe in town to make enquiry if there were 
any foreigners; but there being none, we 
couged + on Teavitiy: the town. The Com- 

miffioner 
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miſſioner letting us have his barge, we came 
to Goſport, where we dined ; and Mr. Dick 
enquiring if I had been there at the time of 
the fire, was anſwered, yes, and ſhewed my 
name in the bar-book the very day; which 
was a miſtake, for I did not come till near 
three weeks after the fire happened. We 


directly took p oft-chaiſe for ws 0 oa 


where we ſaid three days; but finding 


foreigners there, we took. poſt-chaile Ty Ply. 


mouth. We made application to the Com- 
miſſioner there, who came to our inn di- 


RE 10 5 gentleman I ſoon perceived to 


fame caſt as the patriotic C*#*##, 


| He had all the queſtions he was to alk: m me 


(Which, by the way, were foreign to the 


affair) wrote down, and I have great reaſon | 
to think he did not underſtand the anſwers 


which I made him. When he had finiſhed 
his liſt of interrogatories, and having pauſed a 


good while, he ſaid, “Sir, do you know I 


am a Juſtice of Peace, and that I can, grant 
you a warrant for apprehending thoſe villains 


who were concerned in firing Portſmouth 
Dock ?” As we had the Lord-Mayor's war- 


rant already, we deſired he would back it, 
which he did. Indeed, I ſhould not be in 


the leaſt bead of ſetting Plymouth Dock on 
fire while under the direction of that C 


Governor. We ſtaid there upwards of a 


week, during which time we viſited Lord : 
Edgcumbe twice ; but receiving an expreſs 
. rom 


4a 


from London, we had orders to return home 


directly, which we obeyed, and in four days 


arrived in  Cleveland-row, on Sunday after- 


noon, about five o clock. Neither of the Se- 


cretaries being in town, Mr. Dick brought 
me to his houſe, where I remained upwards 


of a week. Mrs. Dudley then coming to 


town, was denied ſeeing me; but on her 


plying to Lord Rochford, ſhe had orders to 
ve entirely with me; which was the firſt 


Inſtance known of permitting a priſoner's wife 
to live with her huſband in a Meſſenger's 


houſe, I lived upwards of two months there, 
and had all expences paid; in which time 
a Meſſenger was ſent to Briſtol to make en- 
quiry concerning my connections ih thoſe 


parts. Mr. Player, thinking he was doing a 


piece of ſervice to me, told the Meſſenger 1 
was innocent of the affair, and could prove 
my receiving money for him the day when 
the fire happened, and mentioned the perſon 
from whom I had it; which was true: for 
on the 26th of July, 1770, I received from 


William Land, Baker, in Briſtol, forty-five 


pounds, and for Which he produced my re- 
ceipt. 


As ſoon as term began, I was deliveied up : 
by my bail, and put into the King's Bench, 


where my wife was not allowed to come, but, 
by the command of the Earls of Rochford 
and Bute, ſent to Ireland. Having been in 


the 2 about one month, and ny . : 
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of, pu not a: to my extravagance, . 1 
conſented to write ſome Whiſperets for that 
libellous printer W. Moore, in Chancery-lane, 
for which J received a good deal of money. 
The ſubſtance being abuſive and falſe, the 
Secretaries of State would not ſuffer me to 
proceed farther : but, as it was already believed 
I knew nothing of what I pretended, they had 
a bill found at the Old-Bailey againſt os for. 
petjury, and my Lord Mansfield's. warrant | 
| lodged as a detainer. _ ..+ TS January [ was re- 
—— by a Habeas Corpus in order to take 
my trial; Tag being brought to the Old-Bailey, 
; 13 aſked by the Clerk of the Arraigns if oo 
knew the — of my indictment; Ianſwered, 
yes: on which he ſaid, „ ſuppoſe you plead 
not guilty.” I told "£6 I did, but deſired, as 
I did not intend to be tried that ſeſſions, 1 
might have liberty to return to the King's 
Bench: the Recorder told me, if I bad bail 
in Court, I might; but having only one, which 
was Mr. Tucker, Under Marſhal to the Kivg' 2 
Bench, I was delivered into the hands of « | 
Sheriff, and conveycd to Newgate. Mr. 
Akerman, the Keeper, behaved exceeding kind 
to me on the occaſion :; having accompanied 
me to the gaol, he gave orders that every per- 
ſon ſhout ule me with reſpect. The beſt 
room in the gaol being ſhut, he ordered the 
: Turnkey to let me have it for my uſe. 


young gentleman being in the maſter's ſide, 


whole 1 name was Thomas Cavenagh, was to 
; „ 7 Weben 
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accompany me. About the middle of the 


ſeſſions I ſent a letter to the Recorder, ſigni- 


iying that I had ſomething very material to 
ay; he ordered me down to Court; I told 
him, that notwithſtanding I could prove every 


: e. I had aſſerted to be truth, I would then 
plea 


1 guilty. He then ordered the bill of 
indictment to be read, and told me that my 


charge was ſo very heinous, that in regard to 


my welfare he would not let me plead guilty; 
concluding, that it was a very ſingular caſe, 


and that an inſtance of the kind was not known 
ſince Titus Oates. I was again ordered up to 


the gaol, where Mr. Cavenagh and I lived 
very agreeably together. About three weeks 
after ſeſſions our company was increaſed to 
three in number by the entrance of John 


Veſtenburgh, Eſq; who was committed on 
ſuſpicion of forging a draught on the Bank of 
England, in the name of Sir Joſhua Vanneck 


and Co. for 4;ool. He being a very ſen- 


fible gentleman, did not diſturb that happineſs 


which Mr. Cavenagh and I endeavoured to 
render each other, but rather contributed to 


make it more complete. The next ſeſſions 


coming on, I was determined to plead guilty 


again; and having wrote to the Recorder, 


he had me again down to Court, -and then 


* e was allowed to withdraw my plea of not 
guilty, and plead guilty, and begged for tranſ- 
- portation. The laſt day of the ſeſſions I was 


called down to the Old-Bailey, and expecte 
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to receive my ſentence with the reſt of m 


fellow- priſdners. I was the laſt called out af 
the bail dock. The Recorder told me that he 


could not paſs judgment on me at that time, 
as it was left to the determination of che 
Judges. I was ſurprized at this anſwer, which. 
had ſuch an effe& on me, that as ſoon as I was 
brought back to gaol, I took to my bed, which 
I kept upwards of five weeks. It being then 
the long vacation, and Mr. Veſtenburgh's 
trial not coming on the laſt ſeſſions, with Mr. 
Cavenagh's having obtained a ſtop, we three 
remained together, On the approach of the 
ſeſſions, Mr. Veſtenburg ſeemed very much 


from. The night before his trial he went to 
bed pretty early, and deſiring Mr. Cavenagh 


to fing him a ſong, he complied, and ſung 


that in the Beggars Opera, The charge is 


prepared.” He ſtarted up out of his bed, 
and ſaid, By G— it is amazing, Sir, how 
you could think of that ſong above A! others,” 

_ dreſſed himſelf, and got up: having plenty of 


wine, he drank pretty freely, and then retired 


to his bed. I need not inform the reader that 


he was next day honourably acquitted. Not- 


_ withſtanding Mr. Cavenagh in particular had 
| ſtudied to oblige this gentleman in every re- 
ſpect, and it being cuſtomary for gentlemen 
Who are admitted to that room to leave the 
plates, knives and forks, &c. for the uſe of 
the ward, he ordered every thing to be taken 


| alarmed, which it was our ſtudy to divert him 


a 
u fince! The Halt Yay of 
} IE ordered dw tothe Old-Ba 
received my ſenterice, of ing 5 


Killing, tonfined for one moßth, and tran(- 
ported for ſeven years. The very morning m 


. onfinement Was ex 754, the traf | 
5 oh board, of which unhappy vun 


Was one. I ſtaid on e night, 
e fert Fg a ut ten o'clock Was broug it 
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chere ! 1 am at Pielent. ” 
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